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Is	XP	the	fastest	version	of	Windows	ever?	That’s	debatable,	but	this	is	not:	like	every	operating	system	that	came	before	it,	it’s	not	as	fast	as	it	could	be	without	a	whole	bunch	of	fine-tuning.	Windows	operating	systems	are	never	streamlined	by	default.	Part	of	the	reason	is	that	their	install	base	is	huge–many	times	that	of	any	other	operating	system
(in	fact,	probably	every	other	operating	system	combined).	No	matter	how	well	polished	and	optimized	any	Windows	OS	may	be,	Microsoft	must	balance	performance	with	ease	of	use	and	across-the-board	compatibility.	Therefore,	Windows	XP	makes	quite	a	few	assumptions	about	how	it’s	going	to	be	used.	Its	aesthetics	are	designed	to	give	the	GUI	a
warm,	friendly	appearance,	but	effects	like	drop	shadows	and	fading	menus	slow	the	OS	down	ever	so	slightly.	Failsafe	tools	like	System	Restore	can	make	recovering	from	crashes	and	incompatibilities	easier,	but	they	eat	up	disk	space	and	their	quiet	work	in	the	background	requires	processor	clock	cycles.Windows	XP	also	activates	a	whole	batch	of
services	that	you	may	or	may	not	need,	depending	on	how	you	use	your	computer.	Streamlining	your	system’s	pool	of	processes	can	expedite	the	OS’s	startup	and	save	some	clock	cycles	for	foreground	applications.	Likewise,	common	commercial	software	like	Quicken,	Microsoft	Office,	and	others	load	their	own	background	applications	that	eat	up
system	memory	and	monopolize	the	processor.	If	you	spend	a	few	minutes	eliminating	applets	and	services	you	don’t	need,	and	are	willing	to	sacrifice	some	of	XP’s	visual	goodies,	you	can	noticeably	improve	game	and	application	performance	on	an	XP	box.	XP	itself	even	helps	by	optimizing	its	file	system	based	on	your	computing	habits,	and
Microsoft	provides	a	few	hands-on	applets	to	speed	up	the	optimization	process.	Many	of	the	optimizations	we	present	here	will	require	registry	editing	or	employing	other	system-altering	modifications.	You’ll	need	administrative	privileges	on	the	machine	in	question.	Before	proceeding,	you	should	disable	any	antivirus	and	security	programs	you	may
be	using	and	make	backups	of	critical	data	onto	removable	media.Windows	XP	is	highly	customizable.	Microsoft	took	care	to	make	a	great	deal	of	its	tweaks	easily	accessible	to	users	of	any	experience	level.	Experimenting	with	them	and	getting	your	hands	dirty	is	the	best	way	to	find	your	personal	sweet	spot	in	the	mix	of	eye	candy	and	system
performance.	End	approaches	for	Microsoft	program	that	let	companies	block	automatic	update	of	Service	Pack	2	to	their	Windows	machines.	Microsoft	is	alerting	customers	that	it	will	soon	start	delivering	Windows	XP	Service	Pack	2	to	all	customers	using	Automatic	Update,	whether	they	want	it	or	not.	In	response	to	requests	from	businesses,
Microsoft	last	year	released	a	tool	that	allowed	companies	to	continue	using	the	automatic	update	feature	but	temporarily	block	the	security-oriented	update	from	downloading.	However,	the	grace	period	comes	to	an	end	on	April	12.	Microsoft	has	posted	a	warning	on	its	Web	site,	alerting	people	about	the	impending	deadline.	“Time	is	running	out!”
Microsoft	said.	“Please	note	that	the	mechanism	to	temporarily	disable	delivery	of	Windows	XP	SP2	is	only	available	for	a	period	of	240	days	(eight	months)	from	Aug.	16,	2004.	At	the	end	of	this	period	(after	April	12,	2005),	Windows	XP	SP2	will	be	delivered	to	all	Windows	XP	and	Windows	XP	Service	Pack	1	systems.”	Microsoft	first	released	the
SP2-blocking	tool	in	August,	saying	it	would	allow	customers	to	put	off	the	upgrade	for	120	days.	In	September,	Microsoft	said	it	would	double	the	length	of	time,	to	240	days,	to	give	businesses	more	time	to	test	the	software.	In	a	statement,	Microsoft	said	it	is	sticking	to	that	schedule.	“SP2	is	an	important,	free	security	update	for	Windows	XP
customers	that	is	already	delivering	value	to	over	180	million	customers	worldwide,”	said	Jon	Murchinson,	a	Microsoft	product	manager.	The	move	affects	only	those	who	use	Windows’	automatic	update	to	connect	directly	to	Microsoft	servers.	Some	businesses	have	reconfigured	the	automatic	update	feature	to	connect	to	their	own	corporate	update
servers.	Those	companies	can	continue	to	push	out	updates	to	their	own	schedule.	While	recognizing	the	need	for	customers	to	test	software,	Microsoft	has	been	urging	businesses	to	move	to	SP2	for	its	enhanced	security	benefits,	particularly	for	portable	machines	that	frequently	travel	in	and	out	of	a	corporate	firewall.	now	after	entering	the	script
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good	luck	hope	you	like	this	instructable	please	do	make	a	comment,	thanks	;)	If	you've	considered	dual	booting	Windows	7	with	XP	or	Vista	but	all	you	really	want	is	some	Windows	7	eye	candy,	reader	Dato'	Fazly's	Windows	7-like	XP	desktop	might	be	right	up	your	alley.If	you're	dying	to	try	out	Windows	7	but	aren't	ready	to	give	up	your	installation
of	XP	or	Vista,…Read	moreThe	desktop	consists	of	the	Vistart	skin	(from	deviantART),	then	employs	a	tutorial	from	AskVG	for	installing	a	custom	SevenVG	Refresh	Theme.	At	the	time	of	this	writing,	the	AskVG	link	was	broken,	so	you	may	want	to	try	the	Google	Cache	version	if	you're	not	having	any	luck.If	you're	living	the	Vista	life,	check	out	the
previously	mentioned	Windows	7	theme	for	a	Vista	desktop.deviantART	crafter	giannisgx89	offers	up	an	unofficial	Vista	(SP1)	theme	that	puts	Windows	7's…Read	moreMy	Desktop	10/01/2009	[Flickr]	Even	though	Windows	XP	was	released	way	back	in	2001,	it’s	still	a	pretty	great	operating	system.	It’s	stable,	has	a	Start	button	and	gets	the	job	done.
That’s	why	there	are	literally	hundreds	of	millions	of	computers	that	still	have	it	installed.	It’s	so	popular,	in	fact,	that	it’s	the	second	most	installed	operating	system	in	the	world,	only	a	little	bit	behind	Windows	7.	Unfortunately,	this	isn’t	really	a	good	thing.	The	reason	being	Microsoft.	Up	till	now,	Microsoft	has	been	extending	the	deadline	for	when
it	would	drop	support	for	Windows	XP,	but	now	it	seems	they	are	really	going	to	kill	it	off.	On	April	8th,	2014,	Microsoft	will	stop	supporting	Windows	XP	completely.	This	is	big	news	because	it	means	in	about	4	months,	there	will	be	millions	of	computers	that	are	going	to	be	vulnerable	to	hackers.	Source:	The	Next	Web	End	of	support	means
Microsoft	will	no	longer	provide	any	technical	assistance	to	businesses	or	consumers	for	Windows	XP	troubleshooting.	In	addition	and	more	importantly,	Microsoft	will	no	longer	provide	any	security	patches	or	updates	for	the	operating	system.	On	top	of	that,	you	won’t	even	be	able	to	download	Microsoft	Security	Essentials	for	Windows	XP,	the	free
antivirus	software,	after	this	date.	This	is	really	bad	news	for	anyone	who	has	Windows	XP	installed	after	this	date	because	there	are	literally	hundreds	of	security	vulnerabilities	detected	in	Windows	XP	every	year	and	once	support	ends,	all	of	those	security	holes	will	be	exploited	by	hackers	and	there	literally	won’t	be	anything	to	stop	them.	Several
Microsoft	executives	have	also	stated	openly	that	businesses	and	users	who	do	not	update	the	operating	system	or	buy	a	new	PC	will	be	open	to	many	new	attacks.	One	possible	solution	if	you	still	have	to	use	XP	for	whatever	reason	is	to	disconnect	the	computer	from	the	Internet.	Obviously,	the	PC	can	still	be	infected	over	the	LAN	network,	but	you’ll
have	a	better	chance	than	if	it’s	connected	directly	to	the	Internet.	For	any	business	that	needs	support	for	Windows	XP	past	the	April	2014	deadline,	another	option	is	to	install	Windows	Server	2003.	Windows	Server	2003	uses	the	same	kernel	as	Windows	XP	and	therefore	can	run	all	the	same	apps	without	any	compatibility	issues.	Support	for
Windows	Server	2003	does	not	end	until	July	15th	2015,	so	you	can	get	an	extra	year	to	upgrade	your	apps	to	a	newer	operating	system.	As	for	consumers,	according	to	Microsoft’s	official	statement,	they	would	love	for	you	to	upgrade	to	Windows	8.1.	The	other	reason	to	upgrade	from	Windows	XP	to	Windows	7	or	Windows	8	is	so	that	you	can	use
the	latest	software	and	devices	with	your	computer.	XP	is	so	old	that	a	lot	of	new	software	simply	will	not	run	on	it.	In	addition,	some	newer	devices	and	gadgets	may	not	be	recognized	by	the	system	properly.	Upgrading	an	old	PC	to	Windows	8	is	actually	not	a	bad	idea.	I	wrote	a	post	a	while	back	on	revitalizing	an	old	PC	by	installing	Windows	8	on
it.	The	system	requirements	are	pretty	low,	meaning	you	can	install	it	on	some	fairly	old	hardware.	Of	course,	you’ll	have	to	buy	Windows	8	Upgrade,	which	currently	costs	around	$119,	but	that	might	be	a	better	option	than	buying	a	new	computer	altogether.	If	you	do	install	Windows	8	and	you	get	any	kind	of	error	about	the	CPU	not	being
compatible,	check	out	the	link.	I’ve	personally	installed	Windows	8.1	on	a	couple	of	old	desktops	at	home	and	they	work	great	for	browsing,	email,	watching	videos,	reading	news,	etc.	With	Windows	8.1,	you	also	kind	of	get	the	Start	button	back,	so	if	you	have	been	holding	back	because	of	the	lack	of	a	Start	button,	it’s	not	that	bad	anymore	in	8.1.
Whatever	you	end	up	doing,	if	you	don’t	upgrade	a	Windows	XP	computer,	make	sure	you	don’t	have	any	important	data	on	it	because	everything	will	be	at	risk.	However,	if	it’s	connected	to	your	local	network,	a	hacker	could	still	take	control	of	the	XP	machine	and	then	wreak	havoc	on	other	computers	on	the	network,	so	really	the	best	thing	is	to	get
rid	of	Windows	XP	altogether.	If	you	can’t,	tell	us	why	in	the	comments!
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